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The Ari HaKodesh says that in the parsha of the week, there is always something that applies to that week. This week’s is Parshas Teruma. This week’s parsha say, ועשו לי מקדש ושכנתי בתוכם
Make for me a mikdash and I will tell in them. Rashi says, on the words  ושכנתי בתוכם

Where will the shechina lie? בּתוך כּל אחד ואחד
 The shechina should rest in the neshama of every Yid. There is no greater vehicle to harness the shechina than to ‘ללבש' ‘lelavash our neshama’ to dress our neshama in Tehillim, in the zemiros of Dovid Hamelech.
It is interesting that we are using modern technology to connect with the ancient words of Dovid HaMelech and even older words going back to Moshe Rabbeinu and even Adom HaRishon. Dovid HaMelech got all these kapitlech of Tehillim through a mesora.
 And this is the essence of the Mikdash. The posuk tells us something fascinating, in Perek Chof Hay, Posuk hey, that what was in the Mishkan ערת תּחשים ועצי שטים .
They were together. What isערת תּחשים ?  Many translate as some of unicorn, something with 1 horn in the middle. And Rashi says, it was some sort of animal was only used for one hour
ולא היתה אלא    לשעה            to be used for the Mishkan. Then there is the element of עצי שטים Arzei Shitim. The Arzei Shittim were acacia wood.acacia woodtachash skins, and acacia wood Where are the Arzei Shitim  tachash skins, and acacia woodfrom? Rashi explains that Yaakov Aveinu saw that Klal Yisroel will built a mishkan in the desert, so he brought down these trees from Eretz Yisroel to Mitzraim, planted them in Mitzraim and told  his children ,’Kinderlach when you leave Mitzraim,  take these trees with you.’
So if we look at these two elements ערת תּחשים ועצי שטים, we see one is an element of ‘modernity’-used just for that generation.. This was something they never saw before and would never see again.
On the other hand, they had the Arzei Shittim and these trees-עומדים
They are standing and for how long are they standing- forever עומדים לעד 
They represent eternity, they stand forever.  Rashi says, when your hope is broken, look at the Arzei Shittim. Why do they stand forever? Rav Yaakov Kamenetsky zt”l (the grandfather of our speaker) explained, that these trees stand forever because Yaakov Aveinu planted them. They represent hope, they represent eternity. Why?  They came from the Avos. Yaakov planted them in Mitzraim and he planted them for eternity. Something that was planted in kedusha has an eternal lesson.
Looking at these 2 elements ערת תּחשים ועצי שטים the Torah is telling us to take our lives and combine these two elements in our lives. The arzei shittim have to always stand forever. We have to take the families that we live in and combine, the new with the world. Rabbi Kamenetsky explained that as much as we like to think we don’t let modernity enter our homes, our homes are still not the homes of our grand-parents and great-grandparents.  But these modern elements in our home that are represented by the ערת תּחשים  has  to rest on the.עצי שטים arzei shittim. We live in a more modern world, in a difficult world but we all know someone who is our Arzei Shitim. Rabbi Kamenetsky mentioned his mother, Tizrel bas Pinchas Eliyahu, o’h who was just recently nifteres and in whose memory he gave the shiur, and he said we all have our parents, our grandparents. They are our עצי שטים ,  our yesodos-foundations. Each had their own unique spark of kedusha, be it  in limud Torah, Ahavas Yisroel, Middos Tovos-they all have some spark of kedusha. Our job is to create עצי שטים Arzei Shittim for our children and our grandchildren.
A true story: Rabbi Shlomo Heiman was a Rebbe in Torah Vaados, he was a very energetic, animated Rebbe. Once, on a snow day, instead of 20 boys showing up to class, 4 boys showed up. But Rabbi Heiman zt”l taught the class with the same vigor and energy as he would have taught 20 boys. One boy raised his hand, and said, “Rebbe, why are you teaching with so much koach, there are only 4 of us in the room.” To which the Rebbe, answered, “What do you think, I am only giving the shiur to you, to you 4 boys, NO , I am giving the shiur to  your children and grandchildren, and your great-grandchildren as well. ‘
Rabbi Kamenetzky related, that he was telling this story over when he was in the Bais HaChaim, at Rabbi Heiman’s kever. A chassidishe man by the name of Rabbi Samuels who was davening at another kever, heard the story and told Rabbi Kamenetzky the following: “These are my children because the boy in the story who asked Rebbe, why are you giving over the shiur to only the 4 boys in the room and Rebbe answered, “I am teaching your grandchildren and great grandchildren and your talmidim’ , this is me, because that was my father who asked Rebbe that question.’
Rabbi Kamenetzky told us that we have no idea what an impact our words of Tehillim are having in the world. We don’t know the impact of what it means to be ‘the arzei shittim’ for the next generation. He gave us a brocho that we should each be zocha to build our own mishkan which he said, is quite challenging today.  There are going to be  ערת תּחשים  that are going to be brought into the home and the way you are mekadash this by having it rest on the foundation of the עצי שטים .Those two elements must be present in our homes, as much as we may think we are not bringing ‘the new things’ into our homes, we are, whether we like it or not, but we have to hold on to the עצי שטים arzei shittim-making sure that they can rest on the foundations of what was done in the past, what our parents did and what our grandparents.  In this way we will be able to be mekadesh our individual mishkan.
Rabbi Kamenetzky told over the story of when he was a 16 year old bochur in Phili Yeshiva and his Rebbe was Rav Mendal Kaplan, zt”l, a  gaon olam, who had been a Rebbe in the famous Baranovich Yeshiva under Rav Elchonon Wasserman zt’l. Whenever he would ask a talmid to bring him a sefer, if he was brought a new sefer, he would ask for an old sefer. Why? He would say,’ when you learn from an old sefer, you have a connection to all those who learned from this sefer before you.’
Kal V’chomor said Rabbi Kamenetsky that when we say the words of Dovid HaMelech, we have a kesher a connection with the author, with Dovid HaMelech. Dovid HaMelch epitomizes a person who went through every type of nisoyon. A life filled with tzoros and challenges, emotionally and physically but yet he was able to sing the praises under such duress and under such pain. Many of us say the tehillim for many reasons and he said, he knows we say the Tehillim ‘for all of Klal Yisrael. The posuk says, 
כל המתפלל בּעד חברו והוא צריך לאותו דבר הוא נאנא תחילה               
.’Whoever davens for his friend,  and is in need of the same thing, he gets answered first, and so Rabbi Kamenetsky gave us a brocha that as  we are davening on behalf of Klal Yisroel, all the varied needs of the Klal , Hashem should bestow upon us  his  brocha that we the mispallilim should be answered first.

‘Your davening on behalf of the greater Klal Yisroel and for Kovod Shomayim, Hashem should bestow upon you that the one who davens for should instill  kovod shomayiim in your life, and you should have you should be zocha to see gezunt, parnasa, nachas from your children and grandchildren for generations to come.’


